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1 DECLARATION OF MARY RATCLIFF

2 I, MARY RATCLIFF, declare under penaliy of perjuty that, unless otherwise i ndicated, the
3 || following is true and correct of my own personal knowledpe, and would testify hereto if called at
4 || trial;

St T have heen the editor of the Sum Irancisco Bay View newspaper since February of 1992. 1

6 | have supervised the publication of 714 separato printissues of the Bay View, as well as some 14,000

7 || stories on our website. I an also a member of the California Bar, though ) ceased praciicing law
8 |l when I “found my calling” as g newspaper editor. As editor of the Bay View, 1 am responsible for
9 || filling our newspaper and websito with news and views that are interesting and useful to our

10 | veadership, which is primarily comprised of the Black community and progressives,

11 2. The Bay View was founded in 1976, It is currently printed monthly, though we will resume
12 [} weekly publication as soon as the econontic situation improves. We post datly 1o our websile,
13 |l hitp://www.sfbayview.com, which was founded in 1997, The Bay View's circulation in print is
14 1 15,000-20,000 copies of each issue, and traffic to our website in the pastmonth, according to Google
L5 || Analytics, was 38,881 unique visitors, 44,777 visits and 65,231 page views.

16 || 3. I learned of David Morse through his multimedia postings to Indybay following the New
17 || Year 2009 death of Oscar Grant at the hands of BART police. I have never mel David Mozse nor
18 | seen his resume, Knowing him only through his work, T consider him one of the Bay Arca’s best and
19§ most dedicated journalists.

20§ 4, 1 have regularly checked and depended on Jadybay as a source since its founding over 10
21 } years ago. I consider Indybay and Indymedia to be the people’s Associated Prass. Like many other
22 || independent community and ethnic news papers, we do not subscribe to the AP not only because the
23 || cost is prohibitive, but because we seek o present allemative perspectives. Excellent journalists,
24 including some of the hundreds who have been laid off as mainstream media cut their staffs or
25 || disappear, post their work to Indybay. |
26 )| 5. Indybay has been essential 1o our coverage of the Black community’s responss Lo the death
27 || of Oscar Grant. Because witnesses® cellphone videos of Grant’s shooting were seen by people

28 || around the world, many people seeking an alternalive perspective looked to tho Bay View, the
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1 |t teading Black newspaper in the Bay Area, Having thoroughly searched the Intemet for Oscar Gran

2 caverage, I can attest that the mogt co mprehensive coverage | came across was at Indybay. Many

3 || photojournatists posted top quality photos io fmdvbay, and those taken by “Dave 1d,” David Morse’s
4 || nomde plume, immediately caught nly attention. Had Morse's work not been published to Zndybay,
3 I Uprobably never would have (ound it.
616 Intheintervening year and a quarter, Morse has stayed on the Oscar Grantstory, consistently
7 { vosting to Indybay reports, photographs and recordings of meetings of the groups formed 1o keep
R 1| Oscar Grani’s death (and the social issues many feol it represents) iu the public eve. He has also
9 I covered for Indybay alarge number of wress conferences, court appearances, demonstrations and
10 | other events related to Oscar Grant's death, Available to Indybey readers and for republication by

1T || other media like ours, his coverage is top quality and packaged accessibly, with, for example, a
12 | separate captioned photo and a recording of sach speaker, The Bay View has republished at Jeast
13 || dozens of Morse’s postings, and likely mumy more,

14 7. David Morse has compiled an extraordinary volunie of his own work and, adding to it the
15 | work of others on the topic, has created a special Oscar Gramnt section on Indybéjz, to which I have
16 | referred other interested journalists around the country. To everyone concemed about police
17 miscé.mduct, whether as a j oumalist, academic, logal orlaw enforcement professional, pi}licy or law
18 | maker, historian or student, this archive will be invaluable for decades to come,

19 ! declars under penalty of pecjury of the laws of the State of Califomia that the foregoing is
20 || true and correst and executad this Lidday >of April, 2010 in San Francisco, California. |
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